J., AGED 31, had typhoid fever in 1902. At the end of the second week of his illness he woke one morning to find that the left side of his face and his left arm and left leg were paralysed. The paralysis diminished for a time, but after some months no further improvement occurred.
T. J., AGED 31, had typhoid fever in 1902. At the end of the second week of his illness he woke one morning to find that the left side of his face and his left arm and left leg were paralysed. The paralysis diminished for a time, but after some months no further improvement occurred.
There is now very little evidence of facial paralysis and the arm has recovered most of its power but still shows associated movements. The left leg is weak and spastic, the knee-jerk is increased and ankle clonus is present. The evidence, so far, is strongly in favour of the case being one of organic hemiplegia, due probably to cerebral softening following thrombosis occurring during typhoid fever. It was therefore expected that the left plantar reflex would be extensor, but it is quite definitely flexor. The organic nature of the hemiplegia is, however, proved by the presence of the " combined movement of the trunk and pelvis," described by Babinski, which I have called for convenience " Babinski's second sign." The patient, lying flat upon his back, with his arms folded across his chest and his legs widely separated, is told to rise to the sitting position without using his arms. At each attempt to do so the paralysed leg rises, the other leg remaining on the floor or rising considerably less high. The same thing happens to a less marked degree when the patient falls back from the sitting to the dorsal position.
Babinski was the first to point out that the paralysed leg remains flat on the floor in hysterical hemiplegia, whereas in organic hemiplegia it always rises higher than its fellow. In my experience the sign is of great value, as I have several times obtained it when the plantar reflex was unobtainable, and also in children under the age of 3 in whom the plantar reflex is normally extensor.
